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rate was fixed, at tb~ rate for the precedjng
year. 'Yhen thr lIew rate was fixed, if it was
higher th'lo th,' nit! (l~ce. a difference in amount
of tax h,d to b~ eoil"C'Ted; if the new rate was
lower, the di1l~:'e,j('(' 1.lfl to be refunded. This
made neCf't.:sary the 't'ecomputation of nIany
thOllsamh; of item" and the seeking or refunding
of many very flTIall S\1m~ of money: from one
cent to a fe,,, dnll'lrs. an expensive process.
This was larg'ely, hut l:r't quite completely,
remedied in 192·1 and cOl'lain clerical costs
were eliminated: but oil ~lHJ mining rights and
improvement:; on le(j~ed bml or on lund exempt
from taxation, for which the !i1ni! cannot be
held, are not ('o\'erc(l by be oriGinal language
of this section and it is ~tiIl ne(·,,"sary to com-

pule and collect or refund defieieney or excess
collections on such rights. 'I'he adoption of this
amendment will make tbe nrst collection final
on this class of propr,rty, as it now sensih1is on the much larger class known as nnsecu
personal property and will eliminate entire.,
the remnant of this U1 noyance.
Respeetfully submitt"d.
KEl'iT H. REDWINE,
Member of the Assembly,
Fifty-tlevpnth District.
CHARLES W. STREAM,
Member of the Assembly,
Eightieth D:strict.

- - - - - - - , - - ----------,---,--OLEOMARGARINE TAX,
Referendnm against Chapter 51, Statutes
193;, entitl,,,d "An act relating to revm1Lle and taxation, providing for
an Excise tax on the sal'" of all oleomargarine containing any fat or YES
oil ingredient other than anyone or more of the following: oleo oil,
oleo stock, oleo stearine fron: cattIe, neutral lard from hogs, sheep fat, - - - 1 - - cottonseed oil, peanut oil, corn oil, or milk fat; providing a penalty
for a violation of Lhe provisions thereof," which act imposes a tax of
NO
ten cents per pound on oleomargarine (therein defined) sold or
offered for sale in CalifornIa.
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(For full text of measure, see
Argument in Favor of Oleomargarine Tax
Referendum Measure
READ TIllS BILL,

THE~

VOTE "YES"

THIS BILL IR NOT A T/,::-':: O~ FOOD.
READ SECTIO~ 2, Oh'omargnc'inc CUll ')(.
and is. made of various ingrf'dients. At pres(,llt
the main ingredient is Cocnllll~ Oil or SoniC
other Oriental Oil grown amI harvested by
ORIEN'l'AL COOLIE LABOR.
Oleomargarine used to be marle from A~IER
ICAN PRODlJCTS listed in this Section 2:oleo stock, oleo oil, oleo stearinc from cattle,
neutral lard from hogs, sh, ep fat, coUol!seeu oil,
peanut oil and milk fat.
)';'" wanL these
products to be used agai,l.
THEY ARE
AMERICAN PHODUCTS. If manufacturers
will use the above li~tI.d AMEHICAX-GItOWN
PRODUCTS, therp will be NO tax imposed by
this bill. HEAD TIn; BILL.
Other states believe in protecting the American ]'armer. Alabama, Arkansas, Colorado,
J.'lorida, Georgia, Idaho. Iowa, I(ansas~ I(Plltucky, Lonisiana, Maillt', Michigan, Minnesota,
Nebraska, New :'Uf'xico, North Carolina, North
Dakota, Oklahoma, Oregou, South Carolina,
South Dakota, 'l'ennessef', Texas, Utah, 'Yashington, 1Vh:;consin, "T;roining, have sirniJar or
more stringent lrtw~. 'l'IIESE STA'PES PHOTEeT THEIR FARl\mR~.
EXCLUSION LAWS PROTECT Al\IERICAN LABOH from the competition of the
Oriental Coolie.
[Twenty-six]

pa~e

40, Part II)

TARIFF LAWS PROTECT AMERICAN
MAX (J]'ACTUIUm.S from competition of the
Ol'h~'nt~l Manufacturer.
THIS LA W
WILL PROTECT TEl
A~,IEHICAS FARMEH by taxing Oleomargarine hut OXLY when made with foreign
ingl'ediellt c , grown by COOLIE LABOR.
THIS IS ALL THERE IR TO TIlFJ BILL.
m~AD IT AXD CO~TINCE YOURSEI,F'.
HELP THE AyIERICAN FARMER IN HIS
('O:ifPETITION WITH THE ORIENTAL
COOLIE.
'['he Legislature was convinced of tbe justiee
of the arguments presented by California
Farmers. The Senate voted Ayes, 33. Noes, 1.
The Assembly, Ayes, 58. Noes, 18.
UPHOLD TInS LAW.

VOTE "YES."

F. T. RonSON,
Stanford Vinn Ranch,
Vina, California.
Argument Against Oleomargarine "ax
Referendum Measure
The muny Califorll;alls who cannot afford to
buy butter, amI the tpw who miC oleomargarine
from choice, are facin;; a price increa,e of about
1 Of' a pound, and will ktvc to vay it unless
Ast:embly Bill 578 is voted down in November.
A tax of only 2, was badly beaten in the 1926
refercndum. In 193:3 Governor Holph vetoed an
8, tax because our people rpbelled at any food

tax. No one seems to kn,I\> wh~' a 1flJ<~ tax waR
voted by the 19:,5 legislature, but again our
citizens protested and had the act n,ferred to
'llar vote in l'~o\'cmber next, WLC'fl it should
!iuly be def(.lted.
It has b(;en represented that thc law would
kePI) foreign fats and oils out of this country,
but it would not and cannot. Snch an act
would not stand in ,mr courts. It does not
even mention foreign oils.
EV"ry tariff hill or tax of tnis nature is
passed for the purpose of increasing prices. This
law is no exec!,tion. Our thollsahds with small
income would have to pay more i,)r mar,;arinc,
or do without entirely. That means (kpr;ving
onr familiel!, especially the children, of fats
which they mHst have for proper nourishulcnt.
The law discriminates most nnjustly and
unreasonably. It s~y~ certain fat::; In:!;' be used
tax-free, but of some of t!lO~e California pro··
dnces none at all,--of others it produces only a
little. Our ~tate has to import ji-;c;;tock, butter,
cotton oil, and oth.~r forms of f:ct in enornwl1s
quantities. For instance, \ve bring in mol'(, cotton oil from .Japan and Brazil than we produce,
certainly fOllr times over. ,Yhy tax our less
fortunate citizf:ns that foreign conntdes TIlay
profit? PprhaIls if California had enoug]:. of
jhese fats the situation might bp- different. -

Instead of protecting the furmer, our law
would limit his operations. If he should raise
soya beans, hempseed, sec'ameseed, rapeseed,
walnuts, or ot110r oil-containing farm products,
their oils would be taxed 10«: per pound if made
into rnargariue.
'I'his i~ class legislation at its worst.
Eighteen bills similar to oms were r~cently
introduced in the l('gislatures of various states,
but not (llle was passt'd.
Oleomargarine is clean anu nourishing. It
does not compete with butter nny more than
cotton hosiery c,mllwtes with silk. It meets
the TJ€ce~sities of m<cny, mnny peop](,.
To
incre,;sp its cost is selfish and unjustified,
espe{'iully when our state has no surplus fats
bnt must import.
If AB~,~mbly Hill 578 is "PPl'eved at the
N ovenlher :3rd election, it mp~ln~ j11St thi,.;: thos,~
less fortunate will only Buffet" more because
prices "lNill advance; the flairynltl!l \yill not
bcnefit; tIle general farnwr will GC hampered;
theTe -,vill tw no Increas,·rl income for the etntes
-only foreign cuuntries and !l fav0red few of
our ci tizens will Vrofi 1'.
Every day our wOl'k bring, us into contact
with those underpaid, und'~rf,·d, uud<:'rn011rished.
Do not add to their hal'(lship~. Ynte "No" on
this food tax, Assembly Bill 578.

C\.ROL Y.';" WIDBElR.

-------r-

l_EGISLATIVE PRINTING.
Assembly COi1~titutional Amendment 86. 'I
Amends section 23a of Article IV of Constil ution. Declares tLat .
existing If'gislative expense restrictions now contained in said ""cticn YES
shall not apply to expenditures not exceeding five thollsand doll::irs
for each house for costs of compiling historiPs or bills, resolutions
and constitutional amendments introduced therein, indexing same - - - - - -
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l

and, pursuant to legislative rules, sup, plying public with full i l 1 f o r m a - J i
tion regarding such measures and. upon application, with copies
thereof, and for the pm"pose of correcting and indexing the journals
NO
and expenses incidental thereto following adjournment of sessions of
the Legislature.

(For full text of measure, see page 42, Part II)
Argument in Favor of Assembly Constitutional Amendment No. 85
The purpose of this amen,lmult is t,) provide'
funds for the "after session" \York in til,· Renate and the Assembly. After thr: Lcg-is\ntl1re
adjourns thele yet remains fnHn one hundred
to one hundred twenty daYf; of work for a nUIllbel' of the desk foree, compiling th" journal~,
hi~tori~s und otlwr datn.
A gre~t pOl'Hon of
tbis work COl1SiStR of pr!rlting and rnailing
copies of new bills to the llllmerou" pe(1)le wh()
make requests for the,,,.
I)ue to c()nstitntlun~d r(-:Atl'l~tions, (ilp Legis..
lature is unable to appropriate money fo:: this
purpose, and it hu-; been 1)(leeRsar;y to save a
sufficient amount from the ('omtitutional daily
"owance to meet tbis "after session" work.

The number of bills, both introduced and
passed, have doubled ,dthin tbe past two 01'
three seRslons, and the small amount of mones'
provided under the Constitution for· IU1:1dlin[4'
the mechaiIicB of le!,oisl:J.tioll at the desk, has not
Lf'(,n in cr(l<lSt'1:1 to IYH:'et this fio'Jd, and, (-'on~t:
qnently, an nCllte leghilative jam occur:.;. Such
n situation is not "flid"nt and tend" to permit
errors to oc{'ur whieh nrc dimc~ilt. and sometimes impossible, to rectify.
.JAMI~S

B. UTT,
lIIembC'l' of th" Assembly,
Se\'cnty-fourt h Di;'lrict.

HARRY 13. HJ:LEY,
Member of the Assembly,
Seventy-fil'~t Distriet.
[Twenty-seven]

COMPUTING TAXES ON UNSECURED PROPERTY. Assembly Constitutional Amendment 42. Amends Constitution section 9a, Article
XIII. Declares taxes levied for any current tax year upon personal
property and assessments upon possession of or upon claim or right
to possession of land and taxable improvements on land exempt from
taxation, if not a lien upon land of sufficient value to seCl1re their
payment, shall be based upon tax rates for preceding tax year upon
similar property where taxes were a lien upon land of sufficient value
to secure payment thereof. Permits equalization of assessment on
such property.

YES
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Assembly COllstitutional Amendment Ko. 42-A
resolution to propose to the people of the State of
California, an amendment to Article XII[ of the
Constitution of the State, by amending section 9a
thereof, relating t, the computation of taxes on
unsecured property.
Resolved by the Assembly, the Senate concarring,
That the Legislature of the State of California at its
fifty-fir"it regular session, eommr·ncing on the seventh
day of January, 1935, two·thirds of the members
elected to each of the two houses of the Le~islature
voting in favor thereof, hereby proposes to the people
of the State of California, that the Constitution of
the State be amended by amending section 9a of
Article XIII of the State Constitution to read as
follows:
(This proposed amendment expressly amends an
existing section of the Constitution; therefore,
EXISTIXG PIWVlSIOXS proposed to be DELETED

are printed in STRIKE·OUT TYPE; and NEW
PROVISIOXS proposed to be lKSERTED are
printed in nIjACK·FACED TYPE.}
PROPOSED A)'IEND)IE!'.:T TO TIlE COXSTITUTION.

Sec. 9a. The taxes levied for any current tax
year upon personal property w.. aH;' ~ tfH<
')'eiH' and asser.sments upon possession of, claim to,
or right to the possession of land and upon taxable
improvements located on land exempt from taxation,
wltere the _
ffilt<* ~ l!;;- rent ~ which are
not a lien upon land sufficient in value to secure their
payment, shall be based upon the tit" ¥itte rates for
taxes levied for the preceding tax year upon real
property fflp the ~g tfH< ~ of the same
kind where the taxes were a lien upon land sufficient
in value to secure the payment thereof. Xothing in
this section fohall be construed to prohibit thc C'lU?l'
zation each year of the assessment on ~
such property in the manni'r now or hereafter provided by law.

OLEOMARGARINE TAX. Heferendmll against Chapter 51, Statutes
193.3, entitled" An act relating to re>:enue and taxation, providing for
an excise tax on the sale of all oleomargarine containing any fat or oil
ingredient other than anyone or more of the following: oleo oil, oleo
stock, oleo stearine from eattle, neutral lard from hogs, sheep fat,
cottonseed oil, peanut oil, corn oil, or milk fot; prodding a penalty for
a violation of the provisions thereof," which aet imposes a tax of ten
eents per pound on oleomargarine (therein defined) sold or offered
for sale in California.
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The Legislature of the State of California, in
regular se"ion in 1933, passed, and the Governor of
the Rtate ··f California, on the seventeenth day of
April, 1935, approwd the following act, and a petition bearing the signatures of a sufficient number
of electe ... s asl,ini! that the act be submitted to the
electors for their approyal or rejection, haying been
filed with the Secretary of State. in due time, the
said aef is hereby submitted on referendum.
(This proposed la \\' does not expressly amend any
existing law; therefore, the provisions thereof are

(Forty)

NO

YES

---~o

printed in BLACK-FACED TYPE to indicate that
they are ~EW.)
PROPOSED LAW
An act relating to revenue and taxation, providing
for an exeise tax on the sale of all oleomargarine
containing any fat or oil ingredient other than
any onc or more of the follo\\'ing:: oleo oil. oleo
stock, oleo slearine from cattle, neutral lard
from hogs, sheep fat, cottonseed oil, peannt oil,

corn oil or milk fat;

providin~

a penalty for a

violation of the provisions thereof.
[Approved by the Govfrnor April 17, 1935.]
people of the State of California do enact as

follows:
Section 1. As used in this act:
(a) "Oleomargarhe" means and includes the fol.
lowing manufactured substances, mixtures and com·
pounds with or without butter, milk or cream:
1. All substances hE,retofore known as oleomar.
garine, oleo, oleomargarine oil, butterine, lardine,
Buine and neutral.
2. All mixtures and compounds containing any
edible oils or fats other than milk fat made in imita.
tion or semblance of butter or when so made,
intended to be sold as butter or for butter or as
butter substitute.
(b) "Distributor" means and includes any per.
son, firm or corporation which produces, refines,
manufactures or compounds and thereafter sells
such oleomargarine in this State for use and sale
within this State, or who imports into and sells
within this State such oleomargarine, except as
hereinafter provided.
(c) "Direc'or" means the Director of Agriculture
of the State of California.
Sec. 2. In addition to all other taxes and license
fees required by law, there is hereby imposed and
-sessed an excise tax of ten (lO¢) cents per pound
all oleomargarine sold, offered or exposed for
~ale or exchanged in the State of California contain.
ing any fat or oil ingredient other than anyone or
more of the following: oleo oil, oleo stock, oleo
stearine from cattle, neutral lard from hogs, sheep
fat, cottonseed oil, peanut oil, corn oil or milk fat.
Sec. 3. Such excise tax shall be paid by the pur.
chase of stamps from the director, who shall deter.
mine the form and denominations of such stamps.
All distributors within this State shall affix the
stamps in the amounts required by the provisions
of this act, to each package of oleomargarine that
is subject to the tax imposed by section 2 of this act,
and when the stamps have been affixed as required
herein no further or other stamps shall be required
regardless of how often such articles may be sold or
resold within this State. All stamps shall be affixed
to containers of such oleomargarine in such manner
that the container can not he opened or the said
oleomargarine removed therefrom without cancel.
ling the stamps.
Sec. 4. It is unlawful for any person, firm or
corporation dealing in oleomargarine that is subject
to the tax imposed by section 2 of this act, other
than a distributor, to receive or accept any delivery
or shipment thereof or to pay for the same or to
sell or offer the same for sale unless the stamps are

affixed thereto in accordance with the provisions of
this act. Any such oleomargarine found which is
not in the possession of a distributer as defined in
this act, which does not have stamps as herein
required affixed to the containers thereof is hereby
declared to be contraband goods and the same may
be seized by the director or by any peace officer in
this State when directed by the director to do so.
Sec. 5. Every distributor shall render to the
director' on or before the tenth day of each month
a verified statement taken from his books and
records of the estimated quantity of oleomargarine
that is subject to the tax imposed by section 2 of
this act, manufactured or imported for sale and the
actual quantity sold during the preceding month,
tog-ether with any other information that the
director may prescribe.
Sec. 6. The director may, at any time within
three years after such statement is due, examiue
the books and records of any person required to
make such statement and s"ch books and papers
shall at all times be subject tr, his inspection, or that
of his representative, during regular business hours.
Sec. 7. It is unlawful to refuse to permit the
director or any of his represent'l,tives to make sP.ch
inspection as provided in section 6, or to fail to keep
such books of account as may be prescribed by the
director, or to preserve such books for such period
as the same shall be open to the inspection of the
director, or to alter, cancel or obliterate entrie~
therein for the purpose of falsifying the true facts.
Sec. 8. It shall be unlawful to make, alter, forge,
counterfeit, or have in possession any stamp pro.
vided for herein with intent to defraud the State.
A violation of this section is punishable by a fine
of not less than one thousand dollars or by imprisonment in the State prison for not less than one
year or both.
Sec. 9. All moneys received by the director
under the provisions of this act shall be paid
monthly to the State Treasurer for credit to the
general fund.
Sec. 10. Nothing in this act shall apply to the
receipt or sale of oleomargarine which is exempt
from State taxaticlll under the Constitution and
laws of the United States or to any oleomargarine
intended for sale and sold and delivered to points
without the boundaries of this State.
Sec. 11. If any section, subsection, sentence,
clause, phrase or word of this act is for any reason
held to be unconstitutional, such decision shall not
affect the validity of the remaining portions thereof.
Sec. 12. The violation of any provision of this
act, except where II different penalty is prescribed
herein, is a misdem~anor and is punishable by a
fine of not more than five hundred dollars or
imprisonment in the county jail for not more than
six months or by both such fine and imprisonment.
[Fort,Toone]

